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Dear Friends of HACT

The past two months have been a time of reflection,
change and anticipation. The HACT team had the
opportunity to reflect and bid farewell to our
outgoing CEO, Olivia Myeza, who had steered the
HACT ship for over five years and during which time HACT grew and matured
tremendously. Simultaneously we warmly welcomed on board our new CEO,
Candace Davidson. Olivia and Candace spent a busy three weeks working
together to hand over and also had the unique opportunity to go out for lunch
with HACT's  two previous CEOs, Julie Hornby and Linda Knox - so all four, from
current to inception! (Pictured above) To compliment the change of leadership,
the HACT offices received a much needed revamp with the exterior painted and
garden beds cleared resulting in a fresh and clean appearance.

The Nursery had a stand at Kloof Conservancy’s 2017 Indigenous Open Gardens
Event which was a welcome opportunity to showcase and promote our wide
variety of plants and garden decor. This was very well received and a good
reminder to green-fingered locals to support and use HACT’s Nursery for all their
plant and gardening requirements.

After years of anticipation, we are so pleased to report that the plans for the new
onsite Woza Moya shop are in the final stages of approval. This new building
project, which we hope will begin soon, will allow Woza Moya to feature a greater
variety of the beautifully crafted jewellery and artwork it’s become known for and
also feature work from additional local crafters. 

April promises to be a busy month for all here at HACT. Our annual Gogolympics is
around the corner (April 28th) and will ‘kick’ off with over 1000 gogos (grannies)
competing for the prized positions of gold-silver-bronze. These grannies, many of
whom are raising multiple grandchildren, face incredible economic, emotional and
physical difficulties on a daily basis. This year we will be joined by gogo’s from
surrounding communities and even another province are coming to witness the
event in hopes of replicating this community movement in their areas.

We also look forward to welcoming a diaconal tour from De Bilt, Netherlands, who
will be assisting us with this year’s Gogolympics event and volunteering in our
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nursery at the end of April 2017, and we hope to capitalize on their creative and
hands-on skills with some practical beautification projects.  April is also National
TB Awareness month. We at HACT recognize the high rates of HIV and TB co-
infection and demoralising stigma attached to both of these diseases, and are
reminded of the importance of being tested as well as seeking and being adherent
to treatment.

When we pause this month for Easter, it is our prayer that you, our dear friends,
donors and partners of HACT, will experience the joy, hope and expectation that
accompanies this season of remembrance and celebration of our Lord Jesus
Christ. May His example of love, compassion and sacrifice touch each of our lives
and empower us to continue touching the lives of others.

With much thanks,

The HACT Team

Getting to know HACT’s new CEO, Candace
Davidson

On Monday, the 27th of February 2017, HACT
welcomed its new CEO, Candace Davidson to the
organisation following the departure of Olivia Myeza
who after five and a half years, decided to return with her family to Australia. In
this edition of our newsletter, we take the opportunity to get to know Candace a
little better and her plans for HACT going forward.

Q: Please tell us a little more about yourself and what you’ve been doing
prior to joining the team at HACT?

While I am originally from Canada, I feel like an international citizen as my family
has lived in three countries, nine cities and has Canadian-Nigerian-American-
South African-and Dutch heritage. So needless to say my children (of which I have
four - aged 7, 13, 16 and 19) are thoroughly and comically confused when asked
to define their “culture”. Diversity is something we celebrate and maybe why we
love to travel; there is so much to be gained by learning about and from others.

Prior to joining HACT I was a Research Fellow at CAPRISA (Centre of AIDS
Programme of Research in South Africa) where I was immersed in epidemiological
HIV/AIDS research and also started my doctoral studies. Most of my working and
volunteering experience has been with non-profit organisations at a community
level around issues of health, particularly for mothers and children, HIV/AIDS, food
security and poverty. My passion revolves around public health, which has so
many angles and is quite multi-disciplinary, and translating that into meaningful
impact within local communities. Click here to read more.

http://www.hillaids.org.za/news/getting-know-hact%E2%80%99s-new-ceo-candace-davidson?&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hact_newsletter_april_2017&utm_term=2017-04-04


 

 

 

Show Your Support for HACT’s Gogos at the
2017 Gogolympics

HACT’s seventh annual Gogolympics event will be
taking place on Friday, 28th April 2017 at the
Molweni Sports Ground and as always, we would like
to extend a warm invitation to all of our friends,
donors and partners to attend and support this very
special event.

First conceptualized in 2011, this proudly South
African, sporting extravaganza is hosted by HACT’s
Gogo (Granny) Support Groups Programme and
its partners - the Fisher’s Net, eThekwini Municipality, the Department of Health
and the KZN Department of Sports & Recreation. The programme currently
provides psychosocial support and economic empowerment opportunities to over
2000 grannies across eight communities in the Valley of 1000 Hills region, many
of whom are caring for their orphaned grandchildren who have lost their parents
as a result of HIV/AIDS and other reasons. Click here to read more. 

 

Building Brighter Futures through HACT’s Peer
Education Programme

On the 1st March 2017, there was much excitement
at the HACT centre as our team learnt that 23
students from our 2016 Peer Education programme
had been awarded bursaries from the HCI
Foundation towards their tertiary studies in 2017.   

Every year, as part of its Peer Education
programme, HACT runs career expos in local high
schools in the Valley of 1000 Hills area with the aim
of assisting students from these disadvantaged
communities in identifying and applying for
bursaries so that they can go on to tertiary study.
One such student is 18 year-old, Samkelo Zuma from Khabazela High School
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(pictured right) who is now pursuing his dreams of becoming a Social Worker
thanks to his participation in HACT’s 2016 Peer Education programme and the
bursary he’s consequently received from the HCI Foundation. Speaking of his
award, Samkelo says; “I honestly couldn’t believe it at first, my mum and I
were so relieved to get the news. I couldn’t believe that I was going to
get the chance to fulfil my dreams. My mum, she was so happy and
proud of me.”

Samkelo says he misses the Peer Education programme already now that he’s
finished school, but that the programme has definitely helped to prepare him for
the future. “The programme taught me a lot, I learnt how to communicate
better with people and it made me much more goal driven.”

Samkelo is now determined to do well in his studies at UKZN’s Howard College
campus and to make his mum and community proud of him. “I want to use this
opportunity to give back to my community and use my degree to help
other young people from the area.”

If you would like to help HACT build brighter futures for more young people like
Samkelo, click here to make a donation towards our Education programmes. 

Celebrating Human Rights Day with Woza
Moya's 2017 Soapbox Exhibit 

"Peace can only last where human rights are
respected, where the people are fed and
where nations and individuals are free.” The
Dalai Lama

HACT’s Woza Moya team is currently running a Human Rights Soapbox
Exhibition at its shop and gallery located at the Embocraft Training Centre in
Botha’s Hill. (237 Old Main Road, Botha’s Hill.) The Expo features over 30
soapboxes that had been individually hand-crafted into human rights art pieces
by local students from Kearsney and Waterfall Colleges who jumped at the chance
to participate in this unique event.

“Our Waterfall College students really enjoyed the opportunity to
participate in the Woza Moya Human Rights Soapbox Exhibition. It
presented our students with a highly creative way to express their views
over human rights, using design as a platform. They were also able to tie
their design theory into a real-world contest, exploring the use of a
different media in relation to a brief,” says Waterfall College’s Head of
Design, Genevieve Saville. 

The exhibit is currently running until Saturday, the 15th April 2017 and HACT
encourages everyone to show their support and go admire the artistic talent and
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powerful messages of our future leaders.

Local Runner, Wendy Ndlamlenze set to tackle
Comrades 2017 in aid of HACT

On Sunday the 4th of June 2017, local
runner, Wendy Ndlamlenze will be tackling the
world-famous Comrades Marathon to raise funds for
HACT. The gruelling 86.73km uphill ultra-marathon
takes place right on our Centre’s doorstep and
Wendy - a young mum with three small children, is
training hard for the big event!

Inspired by the work of HACT’s Gogo Support Groups
programme and the practical support it is giving
thousands of grannies in need of assistance across
the Valley of 1000 Hills, Wendy hopes to raise
R8700 (£540 ; $ 650; €625) for the Programme’s activities in 2017.

If you would like to sponsor Wendy and support her in her campaign, please click
here to make a donation. Be sure to also like and follow our Facebook page over
the coming weeks for regular updates on Wendy’s campaign and of course, on
race day!
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