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Dear Friends & Supporters of
HACT

It’s hard to believe we’re already half-
way into March! 2018 kicked off with
immense momentum for our team as
HACT's various programmes and
services were launched for another
year. Our senior staff team (pictured
right) took two days away early in the
year to celebrate and reflect on the journey and lessons learned over HACT’s 27
year story, and plan and stratergize our priorities going forward. One thing is
certain, HACT remains a very special place with an essential mandate of love,
care and quality services for the surrounding communities of the Valley of 1000
Hills.

These elements were tested however, during the month of February as our staff
braved a very tough few weeks with the loss of 12 patients in our Respite Unit,
four of whom were HIV-linked late-stage cancer patients. The Unit hasn’t seen
such a month since 2013 and unfortunately this reality speaks to the ongoing
oncology crisis within the public health sector where there are tremendous
delays in obtaining critical screening and treatment services. Our team remains
prepared and equipped to treat all those who come through our doors (or are
visited at home) with the love, dignity and respect they deserve, offering them
medical care, support and often very essential pain relief.

On the programmatic side, consultations continue to be held with our
beneficiaries and community partners to obtain feedback on our services and
impact, and to also contextualize the current issues and challenges of local
families. Thanks to the generous support of the Stephen Lewis Foundation,
Cwengi Myeni, our Gogo Support Groups Programme Manager and gogo
champion, recently traveled to Tanzania to represent South Africa at the
Tanzanian Grandmother’s Gathering and learned much from other gogos of
the region. Cwengi is also currently being featured on e-TV as the South African
Hero of the Month for March! (Click here to see the feature on Cwengi) We
celebrate her ongoing work and commitment to our resilient gogos (grannies) and
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the recognition and acknowledgement this is bringing to the challenges and
achievements experienced by our gogos.

Our new Woza Moya shop which was opened here at the Centre in December
continues to see an increase in foot traffic. This beautiful new space has also
provided us with the opportunity to re-purpose our former craft and shop facilities
into revitalized work spaces including a Haberdashery which is now open to the
general public and has also been a particular hot spot for our beaders and gogos.
HACT’s Plant Nursery, which continues to add ambiance and beauty to our
Centre, is currently having its annual pre-stock take clearance sale so if you live in
the area, we urge you to pay us a visit and take the opportunity to spruce-up your
garden.

With less than 90 days to go until the 2018 Comrades Marathon, the HACT
team is busy gearing up for race day and getting ready to cheer on the over 60
local and international runners who have already signed up to tackle this iconic
ultra marathon for HACT! We have been blown away by the enthusiasm and
generosity of our runners who are all working hard to reach their fundraising
targets.  

We thank our local and international community for their ongoing support of our
work and services. HACT is privileged to have you partnering with us and remains
honoured to be serving our communities - together we will continue the necessary
fight against HIV/AIDS and work towards an AIDS-free future!

With much thanks,

The HACT Team

 

Patient Impact Story - Sandile's Story
16 year-old, Sandile (name has been changed to protect his identity) is just one of
the hundreds of thousands of children in South Africa who have not only lost their
parent/s to HIV/AIDS, but are now fighting for their own lives too. Admitted last
month, Sandile is currently being cared for in our Respite Unit.

Born HIV positive, Sandile lost his mum when he was just six years-old. Two years
later, he was diagnosed with HIV click here to read more...
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HACT's first Hope Club draw

On the 28th February 2018, HACT
held its first Hope Club lucky draw
giving away three cash prizes to its
members.

Gill Dearman won the first cash prize
of R1000 and Fliggy Publishing won
both the second and third prize of
R300 and R150 respectively. Click
here to read more…

Join us for the 2018 Gogolympics

HACT’s eighth annual
Gogolympics event is taking place
on Friday, the 20th April
2018 at the Molweni Sports
Ground and everyone is invited!

Over 1000 grannies will compete
on the day in soccer, netball and
other traditional sports and
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games. An annual event since 2011, this one-of-a-kind, sporting extravaganza is
hosted by HACT’s Gogo Support Groups Programme in partnership with
the Department of Sports and Recreation, Department  of Health and
eThekwini Municipality.

Our grannies train year-round in the lead up to the event thus adopting a more
active and healthy lifestyle - which not only benefits them, but the many
orphaned grandchildren in their care.

The Gogolympics also serves as a platform for selecting participants in the Golden
Games - a national sporting competition for our senior citizens and one of the
Department of Sports and Recreation’s flagship events.

For more details on how you can get involved and join us for this not-to-be-missed
event, please contact our Marketing Department on 031 765 5866 /
marketing@hillaids.org.za

Building Brighter Futures

With HACT’s Peer Education
Programme

Earlier this month there was much
excitement as the HACT team learnt that 30
students from our 2017 Peer Education
programme have been awarded bursaries
from the HCI Foundation towards their
tertiary studies in 2018. 

Click here to read more…

Meet one of our 2018 Comrades Ambassadors -
Blanche Moila

Having just celebrated International
Women’s Day, the HACT team is honoured
to announce that one of South Africa’s most
iconic sports women will be taking on the
Comrades Marathon for HACT on Sunday, the
10th June 2018!  
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Blanche Moila made history in 1984 when
she became the first black female athlete to
be awarded Springbok Colours. Over the
years, Blanche has won more than 50 KZN
road running, cross-country and track races.
She has held national titles and records over
various distances and has received many
awards for her achievements as an athlete.
These days Blanche, who works as a
psychiatric nurse, also devotes much of her
time to the development and training of
young female athletes.

Blanche recently took time out of her busy
schedule to visit HACT, meet our team and learn more about our various projects
and services. Speaking of this year’s ultimate human race, Blanche says;

“I’m honoured to be running for HACT this year and encourage all other
Comrades runners to lend their support to this fantastic charity.”

For more details about HACT's Run For Hope Comrades campaign and how you
can get involved please click here to visit our website. 

Support the Kloof Round Table 190 Golf Day for HACT

The Kloof Round Table 190 are holding a
"Goals for Gogos" Golf Day to raise funds for
HACT's Gogo Support Groups programme on
Friday, the 20th April 2018 at the Kloof
Country Club. Proceeds from the event will go
towards the purchase of sewing machines and
sewing courses for 20 local gogos who are

caring for their orphaned grandchildren. 

Entry fee is R2000 per four ball, this includes green fees, goodie bag, and
dinner at the Kloof Country Club.

Contact Matthew Hayes on 0636828571 or mhayes@strathmore.co.za to book a
four ball or if you would like to sponsor a hole or prizes on the day.
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